
STRATEGIC ARTS-BASED 
PEACEBUILDING



HIP HOP AS EDUCATION

In Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, music 
is a frequent mechanism for 
discussing social and political 
issues, youth use hip-hop to teach 
others about joblessness, 
corruption, class differences, AIDS, 
and other problems



JAZZ COMMUNICATES 
LIBERATION

The US jazz ambassadors might not have won 
any war on the continent, but still, from the 
banks of the Mississippi River to African 
shores and beyond, jazz music made an 
enduring impact on politics, art and 
literature…. the activism of South African jazz 
culture during the apartheid era mirrors that 
of American jazz culture in the fight for civil 
rights.”



ART 
ENVISIONS 

PEACE

In South Sudan, youth 
paint murals to imagine 
a future with peace and 

justice



ART AS TRAUMA HEALING

In Batticoloa district of Sri Lanka, 
children and adults engage in 
music, painting, theatre, yoga, and 
sculpture in the Butterfly Peace 
Garden as a way of recovering 
from and transcending trauma



MUSIC IMPROVING 
SELF ESTEEM

• In Venezuela, a conductor creates 
orchestras and choirs for low-income 
youth, as a means of contributing to social 
integration and improving self-esteem 



THEATRE TO 
SUPPORT 

COEXISTENCE

• In the Philippines, theatre 
artists tour the island of 
Mindanao using performance to 
introduce the concept of a 
peaceful coexistence between 
Muslim, Christian, and 
Indigenous communities 



WHAT IS ART?

• The arts have been used for centuries to 
communicate the human experience in 
ways that have sometimes nurtured peace 
and other times fostered violence. 

• While art is not purely functional, it can 
serve social functions.  

• Art is a tool that can communicate and 
transform the way people think and act.  

• Arts can change the dynamics in intractable 
interpersonal, inter-communal, national, and 
global conflicts. 



WHAT IS  
PEACEBUILDING?

• Peacebuilding  includes a wide range of efforts to prevent, 
reduce, transform, and help people recover from 
violence in all forms, at all levels of society, and in all 
stages of conflict 



RECLAIMING 
HUMANITY IN 

WAR-TORN AREAS

• Karim Wasfi plays his cello 
in places where violence has 
occurred in Iraq. Here he 
plays at the site of a car 
bomb. His music reclaims 
the space for humanity and 
provides healing and hope 
to survivors.



IRAQI YOUTH ORCHESTRA 
USES MUSIC FOR TRAUMA 

HEALING

• ‘the bravest orchestra in the world’ 

• Despite the continuance of terrorist attacks and 
sectarian violence in the country, a group of dedicated 
young Iraqi musicians – both Arabs and Kurds, men and 
women, and mostly all self-taught – meet once a year to 
play in an orchestra, auditioning for the group via 
YouTube.

• ‘It’s not an orchestra for peace. It’s an orchestra 
against ignorance.’






